
Sermon Title: More Than The Ordinary

Sermon Text: Luke 2:8-20
The shepherds were lowly people in Jewish society. Everything they did that night was framed by ordinary circumstances: watching the sheep, going to a stable, even looking in a manger. This time, however, things were different. How do you find the extraordinary in the middle of the mundane?

John 10:10 “I have come that you may have life and have it more abundantly.”

1. Refuse to be content with __________ _______ Christianity.

Revelation 3:15-16 “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!  16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”

· James Russell Lowell:

Life is a leaf of paper white

Whereon each one of us may write

His word or two, and then comes night.

Greatly begin! Though thou have time

But for a line, be that sublime – 

Not failure, but low aim, is crime

2. Acknowledge that God is at _____________ all around you.
Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

John 5:17 “Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working.

3. Accept God’s invitation to a life of _____________________ and abundance.

Mark Buchanan in his book The Holy Wild explains the life God is calling us to: “It’s life drunk deeply, lived to the hilt – where we walk with the God who is surprising, dangerous, and mysterious. It’s the terrain where God doesn’t make sense out of our disasters and our boredom, but keeps meeting us in the thick of them. But unless we trust in His character, we’ll never venture in. We will sit at the stream all day, dying of thirst, but not daring to drink. To follow God is to drink and drink from the stream…”

4. Follow God’s ______________________________ to the fulfillment of your life’s quest.

Henry Blackaby: “You cannot stay the way you are and go with God.”

Blackaby: “He will accomplish more in six months through a people yielded to Him than we could do in 60 years without Him.”

John 14:21 “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he

is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by

my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”
5. Yield to God’s ____________________________ with total abandonment to self.

John 14:15-18 “If you love me, you will obey what I command.  16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—  17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come
to you.”

1 Corinthians 15:31 “I die every day—I mean that, brothers—just as surely as I glory over you in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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