
Sermon Title: More Than Our Plans

Sermon Text: Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25
1. Understand that you are a _______ still in ____________.
Isaiah 7:14 “…The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”

· Commit yourself to a life of __________________.

Philippians 3:12-14 “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

· Be willing to let go of your _________________ and accept God’s dreams for your life.

Luke 1:38  “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.”

Matthew 1:24-25 “When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.  25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.”

· Accept your “interruptions” as ________________

_________________________________________________ with the Master Architect of your life.
2. Seek to _______________________ God as He really is.

· God’s _____________________ for us is to know Him.
John 10:10 “…have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

John 17:3 “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”
Matthew 1:23 “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”

J.I. Packer: “What makes life worth while is having a big enough objective, something which catches our imagination and lays hold of our allegiance; and this the Christian has, in a way that no other man has. For what higher, more exalted, and more compelling goal can there be than to know God?”

· The fulfillment of this objective is a _______________ process.
M. Craig Barnes: “To follow Jesus is to enter the lifelong process of discovering more about God than we know, discovering that ‘my ways are not your ways,’ discovering that we have been worshiping not God but an expectation of God. Nothing makes it harder to see God than our expectations of him. They blind us to the new ways he is at work saving our lives…For God is always working just beyond our limits, inviting us to venture into the unknown where we are abandoned by everything…”
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