
Sermon Title: The First Priority

Sermon Text: Mark 12:28-30
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”  29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’

1. God is _____________________________________.

Matthew 6:33 “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
Exodus 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

Application:

If God is the first priority of your life, what difference would that make in your day? …year? …career? …family? …marriage? …goals? …relationships?
What are you willing to change about your life to make sure Jesus is the center of your universe?

2. Worship grows out of our __________ _________________ with God.

Luke 10:38-42 “As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him.  39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said.  40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things,  42 but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

Application:

What are you doing to nurture the “one thing” that is needed? What are you doing that is hindering it? 

3. We are ____________________________ to worship.

John 9:35-38 “Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.”
· __________________ and redemption go hand-in-hand.
· Worship enhances and affirms Christian ____________.
Acts 2:46 “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.”

Application:
Have you had a personal encounter with Christ whereby you chose personally to repent of your sin and trust Christ as your personal Savior? Do you respond to your salvation with worship? What can you do personally to better experience community through your times of corporate worship?
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