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Cross Examination

May 3, 2009 – Week 4 – Did Jesus Really Rise from the Dead?
Dr. Tim Riordan

Sermon Text: Acts 26:1-29
Philippians 3:4-6 “If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:  5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.”
1. THE EVIDENCE OF PAUL’S FAITH WAS A _________________________ LIFE.

Philippians 3:4-6 

Before becoming a Christian…

· …Paul was a _______________________________ leader, but he did not know God.
· …Paul was an intellectual __________________________, but he did not know God.
· …Paul was a zealous _____________________ of his faith, but he did not know God.
Philippians 3:7-11 “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.”

2. THE FOCUS OF PAUL’S MESSAGE WAS THE ___________________ OF CHRIST.

· 1 Corinthians 2:2 “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”
· 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17  

· Jesus’ death on the cross made ____________________________ our forgiveness.
Ephesians 1:7-8 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace  8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.”

· Jesus’ death on the cross made _____________________________ our reconciliation.
· Ephesians 2:12-16 “Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,  15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace,  16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.”

· Jesus’ death on the cross made conceivable God’s ____________________________.
Ephesians 2:1-8 

3. THE MOTIVATION OF PAUL’S PASSION WAS THE __________________________ LORD.
· The resurrection was ______________________________________________.
1 Corinthians 15:3-8 “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.”

· One of the greatest proofs of the resurrection was the tomb was empty.

· The disciples believed the tomb was empty and the enemies of the early church could have proved them wrong if the tomb were not empty.

· The burial site was known to the Jews and Gentiles. If the tomb were not empty, anyone could have gone to the site to verify it.

· The Disciples could not have preached the resurrection in Jerusalem had the tomb not been empty.

· The earliest Jewish propaganda against the Christians presupposes the empty tomb.

· The Jewish authorities would have exposed the whole affair.

· If the resurrection were myth, there would be evidence of it in the Gospel accounts, ie, myth would not have had women discovering the empty tomb (The testimony of women was regarded as so worthless that they were not even permitted to serve as legal witnesses in a court of law.)

· The resurrection was ______________________________________________.
· The resurrection was _____________________________________________.
2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

Your _______________________________ will determine your _______________________.










