
Living in Light of the Empty Tomb 
Evidence of Jesus’ resurrection 
1) The tomb was empty 

 
2) Over 500 Eyewitnesses of the Resurrected Christ 

1 Corinthian 15:5-8 He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared 
to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but 
some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last 
of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 
 

3) The Early Followers of Jesus believed in the Resurrection 
- What were the results of the resurrection we’re celebrating today? 
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast 
the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and 
that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. 
 
1. The Gospel was Proclaimed. 

1 Corinthians 15:1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to 
you… 
- The word gospel means good news. 
- Romans 1:15-16 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in 

Rome. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

 
2. Salvation was secured. 

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to 
you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved… 
- “Saved” comes from a Greek word that means rescued or delivered. 
- Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 

through Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
- Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins. 
 

3. Death was Defeated. 
1 Corinthians 15:20-22 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of 
the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 
- 1 Corinthians 15:26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 

 
- John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
 
 



- 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
4. Christ’s identity was confirmed. 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, 
how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised…and if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep 
in Christ have perished. 19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men 
most to be pitied. 20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead. 
- Paul is connecting Jesus to the OT prophecies of the Messiah. 
- Romans 1:4 [Jesus] was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the 

dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
- Matthew 27:54 Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over 

Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very 
frightened and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

 
5. Hope was born. 

1 Peter 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you. 


